
IMS 202: Agenda-Setting in the News 



Agenda for today 



Learning Goals 

[ Define agenda setting and identify its role in » 
how news is delivered. 

2. Reflect on the ways agenda setting may 

influence our awareness of current events. 

Does understanding how media effects work help 

us to make sense of our own information 

\earsOnn Even and perspectives of current events? 4 
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Reading/Viewing/Listening 

A famous political scientist once said, "[the press] 

may not be successful in telling readers what to 

think, but it is stunningly successful in telling its 

readers what to think about." What do you think 

about this statement? How would you describe this 

statement in your own words? 



Reading/Viewing/Listening 

In your own words, what is agenda-setting? 



Reading/Viewing/Listening 

> 

What's going on in this Daily Show clip from 2002? 



Reading/Viewing/Listening 
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Reading/Viewing/Listening 

Do you have a specific question about 

agenda-setting that you would like instructors to 

answer or Clarify? 
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Foundation for Media Effects 

e Walter Lippmann’s Public Opinion (1922) 

e The world outside and the pictures in our heads. 

e The real environment is altogether too big, too complex, and too fleeting fo 

direct acquaintance. 

e We rely on media to make sense of the world. 

Lippmann, W. (1946). Public opinion (Vol. 1). Transaction Publishers. 
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Media Effects 

Social, psychological, and/or 

behavioral responses occurring 

in individuals as a result of 

exposure to media messages. 

Tsfati, Y. (2011). “Media Effects.” Communication. doi: 

10.1093/ob0/9780 1997 5684 1-0081 

 



Cognitive Media Effects 

The acquisition of information—what people learn, how much do 

they learn, how needs for information are satisfied or not. 

Health communication: Does this public service announcement 

inform people? 

Political communication: Does this news story change someone’s 

mind about an issue? 

Perse, E. M., & Lambe, J. (2016). Media effects and society. Routledge. 
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Agenda-Setting 

Cognitive media effect to explain the link NEWS = 
SENSATION!!! 

DAILY NEWS 

between news reporting and public opinion. 

Media indicate to the public the main issues 

of the day through the presentation of 

news. 

Readers learn not only about a given issue, 

but also how much importance to attach to 

that issue from the amount of information pusivess 

in a news story and its position. 

McCombs, M. E., & Shaw, D. L. (1972). The agenda-setting function of mass media. Public Opinion 

Quarterly, 36(2), 176-187; McQuail, D. (2010). McQuail's Mass Communication Theory. Sage 

publications. 

NEWS: 

GOOD NEWS 
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Agenda-Setting 

Correspondence between the order of 

importance given in the media to issues 

and the order of significance attached to 

the same issues by individuals. 

e Reflected in what the public perceives as 

the most important issues. 

e Media agenda =. public agenda 

Economy is top issue for voters in the 

2020 election 

% of registered voters saying each is ‘very important’ to 

thew vote m the 2020 presidential election 

Economy 

Health care 

‘Supreme Court appointments 

‘The coronavirus outbreak 

Violent crime 

Foreign policy 

Gun policy 

Race and ethnic inequality 

Immigration 

Economic inequality 

Climate change 

Abortion 

Note Based on registered voters 

Source: Survey of US adults conducted July 27-Aug 2 2020. 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 
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Agenda-Setting 

Correspondence between the order of 

importance given in the media to issues 

and the order of significance attached to 

the same issues by individuals. 

Reflected in what the public perceives as 

the most important issues. 

Media agenda a public agenda 

Top issues for Trump supporters are economy, crime; 

Biden supporters prioritize health care, coronavirus 

% of registered voters saying each is ‘very important’ to their vote in the 

2020 presidential election 

Biden Trump 

sspporters supporters Total 

Economy 728088 79 

Heath cae ae oss 68 

Supreme Cour appointments 61 8065 oa 

The coonavius outbreak soe ene 

oent ime soe: 74 9 

Foreign pocy s7es7 “sr 

Gun potcy 50 @ @60 38 

Race andethnicinequalty 24 ev 82 

Immigration 4e@ 062 32 

Economic inequality 288 eos 49 

imate change 13.6 eca 42 

Avortion s50- 94s 40 

ot: Based on 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 
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THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. | | == GheNew3Jork Gimes === | | economy stop issue for voters inthe 
5 ee a =s es oe 2020 election 

% of registered voters saying each is ‘very important’ to 

thewr vote in the 2020 presidential election 

Economy 

Health care 

‘Supreme Court appointments 

The coronavirus outbreak 

Violent crime 

Foreign policy 

Gun policy 

Race and ethnic inequality 

Immigration 

Economic inequality 

Climate change 

Abortion, 

Note. Based on registered voters 

Source. Survey of U.S adults conducted July 27-Aug. 2 2020. 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 



Top issues for Trump supporters are economy, crime; 

Biden supporters prioritize health care, coronavirus 

% of registered voters saying each is very important’ to their vote in the 

2020 presidential election 

Biden Trump 

supporters supporters Total 

| 
Economy 20 ess 79 

Heath care sae ess 68 
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Immigration 46 e061 92 
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Cmate change 11 @ eos “2 
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‘The economy remains the top issue for voters in the 

midterms 

6 of registered voters who say each is very tmportant to their vote in the 

‘2022 congressional elections 

Economy 

‘The future of democracy 

in the county 

Education 

Enerey policy 

Violent cme 

Policies about how elections 

andvoting work nthe country 

Gun paley 

Abortion 

Supreme Court appointments 

Immigration 

Foreign policy 

Size and scope ofthe 

edoral government 

‘imate change 

Issues around race 

‘and ethnity| 

Investigations into Donald 

‘Trump and hs adminstration 

Investigations into Joe 

Biden ana hs sdminsaion 

The coronavirus outbreak 
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Newspaper group activity: 

 



The economy remains the top issue for voters in the 

midterms 

8 of registered voters who say each is very important to their vote in the 

2022 congressional elections 

Democratic Republican 

candidate candidate All 

supporters supporters RVS 

Economy oe 092 79 

The future of democracy 
in the country 70 @x@ 80 70 

Education cee 65 os 

Health care ae on es 

Energy policy 638 63 ot 

Violent erime 450 on en 

Policies about now elections 

and voting work in the country or emwns 58 

Gun potioy 5600 62 87 

‘Avortion 390 er 56 

‘Supreme Court appointments 520 969 55 

Immigration 360 76 54 

Foreign policy 490 062 4 

Size and scope of the 

federal government 7° ® mee: at 

Climate change 9@ ose 28 

tesves around race 

‘and ethnicity +3 =e * 

tnvestigations into Donald 

Trump and his administration wos 30 

Investigations into Joe 7 g a3 2 

Biden and his administration _ 

‘The coronavirus outbreak 12@ @32 23 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 

Economy 

Future of Democracy 

Education 

Health care 

Energy policy 

Violent crime 

Policies about elections and voting 

Gun policy 

Abortion 

Supreme court appointments 

Immigration 

Foreign policy 

79% 

70% 

64% 

63% 

63% 

61% 

58% 

57% 

56% 

55% 

54% 

54% 



Economy 

Future of Democracy 

Education 

Health care 

Energy policy 

Violent crime 

Policies about elections and voting 

Gun policy 

Abortion 

Supreme court appointments 

Immigration 

Foreign policy 

79% 

70% 

64% 

63% 

63% 

61% 

58% 

57% 

56% 

55% 

54% 

54% 

Color Map: 

Economy = Red 

Future of Democracy = Orange 

Education = Brown 

Health care = Purple 

Energy policy = Dark green 

Violent crime = Light blue 

Policies about elections = Grey 

Gun policy = Light green 

Abortion = Yellow 

Supreme court = Black 

Immigration = Pink 

Foreign policy = Dark blue 

Miscellaneous = Leave blank 



Newspaper group activity 

a 

‘ 

Q . a : 



Newspaper group activity 

Economy 

Future of Democracy 

Education 

Health care 

Energy policy 

Violent crime 

Elections and voting 

Gun policy 

Abortion 

‘Supreme court 

Immigration 

Foreign policy 



Newspaper group activity 

The economy remains the top issue for voters in the 

midterms 

% of registered voters who 

congressional elections 
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in the country 
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Reading/Viewing/Listening 

In your opinion, what are the top 5 

voting issues you think are the most 

important leading up to the midterm 

elections? (Examples can include gun 

policy, economy, education, health care, 

crime, abortion, immigration, climate 

change, foreign policy, etc.) List them 

below. 



Reading/Viewing/Listening 

Where do you usually get your news? 

Sresponses. 

Social Media| 4 (80%) 

News Feeds (like Google News 4 (80%) 

News Websites| 

1 

Radio} 

Email Newsletters| 2 (40%) 

Newspapers| +1 (20%) 

RSS directly from sources | va [1 (20%) 

0 1 2 3 4 

How might agenda-setting look in the way you encounter the news? 



WEEK 11: EXIT TICKET 

41: EXIT TICKE 

Analyze your own news source (or 

social media feed) 

Compare how your source of news 

prioritizes issues with what you 

reported (in this week’s Ticket) were 

the top 5 most important voting 

issues leading up to the midterm 

elections. 
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