IMS 202: Agenda-Setting in the News




Agenda for today

4 A

1. Reading/Viewing/Listening
Discussion

2. Media effects & Agenda-setting
Mini-Lecture

3. Newspaper Group Activity

4. WEEK 11: Reflection Survey
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Learning Goals

ﬁ Define agenda setting and identify its role in \
how news is delivered.
2. Reflect on the ways agenda setting may
iInfluence our awareness of current events.

Does understanding how media effects work help
us to make sense of our own information
@nsumption and perspectives of current events? /
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Reading/Viewing/Listening

g N

A famous political scientist once said, "[the press]
may not be successful in telling readers what to
think, but it is stunningly successful in telling its
readers what to think about." What do you think
about this statement? How would you describe this
statement in your own words?
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Reading/Viewing/Listening

e

In your own words, what is agenda-setting?
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Reading/Viewing/Listening

4 N

What's going on in this Daily Show clip from 20027
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Reading/Viewing/Listening

p

in this Daily
Show clip from
20027

What's going on

N
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Reading/Viewing/Listening

/

Do you have a specific question about
agenda-setting that you would like instructors to
answer or clarify?
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Foundation for Media Effects

e \Walter Lippmann’s Public Opinion (1922)

e [he world outside and the pictures In our heads.

e T[he real environment is altogether too big, too complex, and too fleeting fo
direct acquaintance.

e We rely on media to make sense of the world.

Lippmann, W. (1948). Fublic opinion (Vol. 1). Transaction Publishers.
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Media Effects

Social, psychological, and/or
behavioral responses occurring
in individuals as a result of
exposure to media messages.

Tsfati, Y. (2011). "Media Effects.” Communication. doi:
10.1093/0bo/97801997 5684 1-0081




Cognitive Media Effects

The acquisition of information—what people learn, how much do
they learn, how needs for information are satisfied or not.

Health communication: Does this public service announcement
inform people?

Political communication: Does this news story change someone'’s
mind about an issue?

ke
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Perse, E. M., & Lambe, J. (2016). Media effects and society. Routledge.
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Agenda-Setting

Cognitive media effect to explain the link NEWS = DAILY NEWS Slncldm =
s 5 8 & EA“I Mllﬂl
between news reporting and public opinion. ﬂﬂt‘?"'" E%Ewsr?f _ng B

e

Media indicate to the public the main issues
of the day through the presentation of

WEEKLY NEWS [ ] ) WORLD NEWS NEWS

e BRI |  GOODNEWS
Readers learn not only about a given issue, s | == & R
" = E— %E 7 = — =
but also how much importance to attach to R S ————
that issue from the amount of information pusavess NEWS TODAY
in a news story and its position. —
=pey:-IE
E-=§.E

McCombs, M. E., & Shaw, D. L. (1972). The agenda-setting function of mass media. Public Opinion

Quarterly, 36(2), 176-187; McQuail, D. (2010). McQuail's Mass Communication Theory. Sage
publications.
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| The |
coronavirus

outbreak
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Climate
Change
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mate summit ended today
ving up fossil fuels. The
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Some 130 migrants | or Europe are feared
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International:
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Jerusalem

SALEM CLASHES
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. In Jerusalem, Israeli police 2d 44 people k
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International:
Russia

seconds

ENDI RIKE

Russian dissident Alexei Navalr
B a 24-day hunger strike in prison.

3:21 [ 5726
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FIRST TRIP

 President Biden has made plans for his first
— x

| overseas trip since taking office. The White
T
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MARKETS

ey | And on Wall Street today, stocks made up some \
Full screen (f)

NEW$ ! lost ground. The Dow Jones industrial average
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Agenda-Setting

Correspondence between the order of
importance given in the media to issues
and the order of significance attached to
the same issues by individuals.

Reflected in what the public perceives as

the most important issues.

Media agenda - public agenda

Economy is top issue for voters in the
2020 election

% of requstered voters saying each 1s ‘very important’ to
thewr vote n the 2020 presidential election

Economy

Health care

Supreme Court appeintments
The coronavirus outbreak
Violent crime

Foreign policy

Gun policy

Race and ethnic inequality
Immigration

Economic inequality
Climate change

Abortion

Note Based on registered voters
Source: Survey of LS adulls conducted July 27-Aug. 2 2020

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

28



Agenda-Setting

Correspondence between the order of
importance given in the media to issues
and the order of significance attached to
the same issues by individuals.

Reflected in what the public perceives as

the most important issues.

Media agenda - public agenda

Top issues for Trump supporters are economy, crime;
Biden supporters prioritize health care, coronavirus

% of registered voters saying each is very important” to their vote in the
2020 presidential election

Biden Trump
aupanml uuppn-lrtum Total
Economy 72 0 ® 58 79
HE;E.IHI'I care | | 48 I. 2 854 E-B
Supreme Court appointments: c1eecs 64
| The ¢miru5 autﬁreah 39 l : i 832 EE
. ...ﬁ.mlemmim& LT .ﬂﬁ . ’ .M 2 Eg
Foreign policy 5%" L 5&-‘ 5?
R .Gunpﬂliw. . EG .. s - Eﬁ
Race a.nl::l- &h nic .ineq uality 24 @ - ®76 5‘2
Ry s ....rmr;l.mmn : ; o .bi 52
Emnm‘nic: in.E{:; |-Jalil1.r Z28® IIEE- o 49
' Cimetechange 118 @68 42
” Al:n-u:-r-r.jnn - J35e @46 4&

MNote  Based on repstermnd

SoUFCE SuUrvesy Of L S aiigis COMOucTe L 2 i

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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THE WALL STREET JOUBNAL < The NeworkTimes === | |Economy is top issue for voters in the
S e 2020 election

% of registered voters saying each is ‘very important’ to
thewr vote in the 2020 presidential election

mE bl LT TN
WL PN B Bl i i e — BE® VORE PRI, aFL ol b s

Economy

Health care

Supreme Court appointments
The coronavirus outbreak
Violent crime

Foreign policy

Gun policy

Race and ethnic inequality
Immigration

Economic inequality

Climate change

Abortion

Note. Based on registered voters

source, survey of LS adulls conducted July 27-Aug 2 2020

PEW RESEARCH CENTER




Top issues for Trump supporters are economy, crime;
Biden supporters prioritize health care, coronavirus

% af registered voters saying each is very important” to their vote in the
2020 presidential election

Bidan Trump
supporters supporters Total

Economy 72 m ®EE T8
Heathcare ~ 45e e84 68
Supreme Court appointments 61 e® &6 54
The nnmnau:l.rua outbreak " Ge - 82 52
| ” ."i"i-DlE!r'lt{.-'l'i-r:l:IE | "46; - e74 - 59
Foreign policy 57T @57 “ 5?
Gun policy Eﬂ“«l"lﬁﬂl 55
” Race and.a'r_hr.lic imi.|-;:||.m1-t.l]|I | .?-'l .l . 87E | i 52 i
- ”Imr.nigratic.ln " .4EI-I .!E'l 52
Economicinequality 286 065 a9
Cimatechange 11 @68 42
Abortion 35" ® 465 4-|:|-
Note Based on reprstered witers
o Survey of LS. aduls conducted July 2 F-Aug. 2 200H
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

The economy remains the top issue for voters in the

midterms

% of registered voters wwhe say each s very rmpartant to Heir vofe in the

S22 Dol |ﬂ|"|".h'3.!!l.l.||'1.il eleelions

Economy

The future of tlanmcré:y
in the cowntry

Education
Health care

Energy policy

Violent crime

Policies abowut how elections
and voting work in the country

Gun pollcy

Abortion

Supremes Court appointments
Immigration

Foreign policy
Sire and scope of the

federal government

Climate change
Issues around race
and ethnicity

Investigations into Donald
Trump and his adminstration

Investigations into Joe
Biden and his administration

The corenavirus outbreak

wihe Based o6 fediaberecd veibes

Damocratic Ropublican
candidate candidate
supporters supportérs
55 . LB s
TOw w80
&L i G
42 @ L=
638 63
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Newspaper group activity:

p

Color-code top issues in The New York
Times and Wall Street Journal

~
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< Che New Nork Times ==




The economy remains the top issue for voters in the

midterms

% of registered voters who say each is very important to their vote in the
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Economy

: The futLiré i:ﬂ" ;I:TEI‘I'IEEI:';E;!I'
in the country

Education

Health care

Energy policy

Violent crime

Policies about how elections
and voting work in the country

Gun policy

| Abortion

Supr.an';a Court appointments
Immigration

Fareign policy

Size and scope of the
fgﬁEfﬂl g'._mranrnent
Climate change
lssues around race
and ethnicity

Inves.ﬂ-gaﬁbns. into Donald
TI'I..I[TIF_I_El!'Id his ﬂdmlnlstm_ﬁun

Investigations into Jog
Biden and his administration

The coronavirus outhreak
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79

Economy 79%
Future of Democracy 70%
Education 64%
Health care 63%
Energy policy 63%
Violent crime 61%
Policies about elections and voting 58%
Gun policy S7%
Abortion 56%
Supreme court appointments 95%
Immigration 54%
Foreign policy 54%




Economy 79% . . .
Top issues for voters leading up to 2022 midterms

| Future of Democracy 7% | Pew Research Center (Released Oct. 20, 2022)
Education 64% Color Map'
Health care 63%
e Economy = Red
s oo 63% e Future of Democracy = Orange
e Fducation=Brown
Violent crime 61% ® Health care = Purple
e Ene olicy = Dark green
Policies about elections and voting 58% Vi lrg}; P . y Licht il
® iolent crime = Lig ue
Gun policy 57% e DPolicies about elections = Grey
- e Gun policy = Light green
SEOHIcH Bbik e Abortion = Yellow
Supreme court appointments 55% ° Supr?me F:Durt :_ Black
e Immigration =Pink
Immigration 54% e Foreign policy = Dark blue
e Miscellaneous = Leave blank

Foreign policy 54%



Newspaper group activity

P

Looking at the front pages you just
color-coded, rank the issues in order of
importance on the whiteboards.
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Newspaper group activity

a

How do your rankings match up
with the amount of importance
given to issues from the Pew

voters?

Research Center for all registered

\ Economy
Future of Democracy

Education

Health care

Energy policy
Violent crime
Elections and voting
Gun policy

Abortion

Supreme court

/ Immigration
Foreign policy

61

58
57

56
a5

60

70

79



Newspaper group activity

What about for Democratic candidate
supporters and Republican candidate
supporters?

The economy remains the top issue for voters in the

midterms

% of registered voters who say each iz very tmportant to their vote in the

2020 corngresstonal eleciions

Economy

The futura of damocracy
in l.hﬂ_f::nu I‘ltf'_u_'

Education
Health care
Energy policy

Violent crime

Palicies about how elections
EI_I'H.'.E 'mﬂng_wnrk in the cou ntry

Gun policy
Abartion

Supreme Court appointments

Immigration

Foreign policy
Size and scope nf'me

l==2ues around race
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Democratic Republican
candidate candidate
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Reading/Viewing/Listening

4 N

In your opinion, what are the top 5
voting issues you think are the most
important leading up to the midterm
elections? (Examples can include gun
policy, economy, education, health care,
crime, abortion, immigration, climate
change, foreign policy, etc.) List them
below.

/




Reading/Viewing/Listening

p

Where do you usually get
your news?

N

/

Where do you usually get your news?
5 responses

Social Media 4 (80%)
Mews Feeds (like Google News 4 (80%)
News Websites 1 (20%)
™V —3 (60%)
Radio|—0 (0%)
Email Mewsletters 2 (40%)
MNewspapers —1 (20%)

RSS directly from sources | va —1 (20%)

How might agenda-setting look in the way you encounter the news?



WEEK 11: EXIT TICKET

KWEEK 11: EXIT TICKET \

e Analyze your own news source (or

social media feed)

e (Compare how your source of news
prioritizes issues with what you
reported (in this week’s Ticket) were

the top 5 most important voting

issues leading up to the midterm

elections. /
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